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         MEDINA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Medina Road, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO6 3NH 

Email: admin@medina.portsmouth.sch.uk 
Website: www.medinaprimary.co.uk 

    Tel: 023 9237 5475 

 
     Headteacher:  Mr H Payne BEd 

Deputy Headteacher: Ms R Hammerton 

 
 

Friday 18th June 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
You will all be aware of the Government’s announcement that restrictions, regarding social 
distancing, are not to be lifted. I am disappointed but understand the reasons behind the decision. 
The implications for schools are wide ranging and I have been communicating with the Local 
Authority and Public Health England to see what, safely, can take place over the remainder of this 
academic year. 
 
Sadly, changes will have to be made for Year 6 pupils visiting their secondary schools. In addition, 
we will have to make alternative arrangements for our planned transition for our Reception 2021 
starters. 
 
I was hoping that we would be able to invite parents into school to watch sports days, share 
children’s learning and watch Year 6’s final assembly of their primary school career – however none 
of the above are possible until 19th July and only then if Stage 4 of the Government’s roadmap goes 
ahead. Hence the reason why we have put these dates back to the last week of term. 
 
Fortunately, what the Government did not do is further restrict what schools are able to do – 
therefore residential and day visits will continue to go ahead, following strict guidelines which, of 
course, we will adhere to. We have been very successful as a school community in the manner we 
have, to date, kept Covid-19 at bay and have not had to break a class bubble for a considerable 
amount of time. This is not luck – this is because we have consistently kept to our systems in school 
– thank you for your commitment and support of these systems. 
 
I know the wearing of face masks in the summer (particularly given the heat of the last week) is not 
particularly appealing, however please do, when on school site, continue to wear them. Please, 
particularly at the school gate and in the playground keep that safe distance from others. We are 
still insisting that only packed lunch boxes, water bottles and book bags are bought into school. 
There is the possibility in the coming weeks that we may reintroduce PE kit – that will depend on the 
scientific data and we will update you if we are able to do this. Please continue to communicate with 
school, where possible, via email. 
  
In other school news… Year 4 children had a very successful (and safe) time during their 
Stubbington residential. For many of them, this was their first time away from home and they all did 
more than cope – they thrived! I was incredibly impressed by the way they demonstrated the three 
key principles of Stubbington – independence, respect and teamwork. They were a real credit to the 
school. Thank you to Mrs Reeder and Miss Canwell for their energy and commitment during the 
week. 
 
Government guidelines do state that school visits can take place and this is something that has 
been missed during the last 18 months. It is hoped that all year groups will be able to enjoy a class 
visit before the end of the academic year – they really do bring learning to life! 
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Pupils, this year, have missed so much direct teaching and although our online learning was of a 
good quality, it cannot replace face to face teaching. There are clearly gaps in pupil’s learning and 
consequently, since the return to full school life, teachers have focused their efforts in reinforcing 
the basic skills of reading, writing and number work – particularly reading and times tables. 
Homework continues to be set on Google Classroom (Tapestry for Reception) and I would 
emphasise the important of this and ask, please, that you encourage your child to complete their 
weekly tasks. Homework should take no more than 30 minutes (if it is taking longer please email the 
class teacher) and will focus, again, on basic skills in an effort to support the ‘catch up’ programme 
we are doing across all year groups. 
 
It is great that after school clubs have started again this week and both KS1 and KS2 sessions are 
full. We hope that the KS1 gymnastics club will be repeated in September to give those children 
who were not able to attend the chance to do so. 
 
Music tutors, from Portsmouth Music Hub, have been back to face to face teaching with all four Key 
Stage 2 classes – it is lovely to hear children singing, playing instruments and thoroughly enjoying 
these lessons.  
 
All of the above show signs that we are heading in the right direction, albeit slower than we hoped, 
with the roadmap being paused for a further four weeks. 
 
My thoughts are continually on September and the changes we may make in terms of staggered 
starts, end of day routines, play/lunch times and the organisation of classrooms – as all children still 
sit in forward facing rows, which is not always the best way to teach. At the moment it is too early to 
make any decisions but, rest assured, it is our hope to get back to Medina normality as soon as 
possible. 
 
Please remember that our final two INSET days of this academic year are Friday 2nd and Friday 23rd 
July 2021. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above, please email the address at the top of this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
H J Payne 
Headteacher 


