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         MEDINA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Medina Road, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO6 3NH 

Email: admin@medina.portsmouth.sch.uk 
Website: www.medinaprimary.co.uk 

    Tel: 023 9237 5475 

 
     Headteacher:  Mr H Payne BEd 

Deputy Headteacher: Ms R Hammerton 

 
 

Thursday 22nd July 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The end of a very ‘interesting’ year is now here and it is appropriate to outline some of the changes to 
school life that September will bring. 
 
We will no longer have staggered start/finish times and the school day will revert to our pre-Covid 
timetable. All children will start school at 8:55am, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will finish at 
3:10pm and children in Years 3-6 will finish at 3:15pm. All children having a school meal will eat it in the 
hall – please encourage your child to try a hot meal – they are good! 
 
Children, if not at Breakfast Club, must not arrive at school earlier than 8:45am. We will continue to 
operate a ‘soft start’ which has been so successful – children go directly into school from the 
playground. We really want to encourage children to walk independently down the pathway. It has been 
amazing to see how the younger pupils have developed their independence and resilience during the 
last year. Parents who do accompany their child will continue to ‘drop off’ at the bottom of the pedestrian 
path. 
 
Breakfast Club will resume on Monday 6th September 2021. Further information regarding Breakfast 
Club is available on our website. 
 
In September, communicating with your child’s teacher will continue via class email. This method has 
been extremely effective. However, there will always be a time when a meeting face to face will be 
needed. Please note that class emails will not be monitored after 3.00pm tomorrow, Friday 23rd July 
2021 - they will resume on Wednesday 1st September 2021.  
 
As you are so aware, Covid is still very much with us and no one can predict what the infection rate will 
be in September and therefore all schools have to follow DfE and Local Authority guidelines for 
returning to school in September. We will endeavour to keep our children and staff as safe as possible 
by continuing to use some of our safety measure (eg handwashing/sanitising, good ventilation and 
regular cleaning of key areas and pinch points across the school). 
 
We really want to get back to providing children with the education they deserve – they have missed so 
much during this past 16 months. All staff have worked incredibly hard and for me, having to inform 
parents and children that their ‘bubble had to burst’ was one of the most difficult things I’ve had to do 
during my long teaching career. I am very aware of the negative effect this has had on the learning and 
wellbeing of a significant number of children and their families. I would like to thank parents for 
supporting the school during the times when tough decisions had to be made. As you know, I do like to 
keep Medina open! 
 
I would like to say goodbye to Mrs Woodage, our Finance Manager, who, during her 7 years at Medina, 
has worked tirelessly trying to manage a budget that is challenging at best! We all wish her well in her 
retirement. 
 
We also say goodbye to Ms Bullard who has worked as 1:1 support in Reception class – good luck and 
best wishes to you. 
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The last ‘goodbye’ must go to our leaving Year 6 pupils, most of whom have been here since Reception. 
It was not the way I wanted your last two days at Medina to be but at least we managed to get in the Isle 
of Wight residential – a lasting memory for children along with so many other great events during their 
time here. I hope to say a personal ‘goodbye’ on Monday when children can collect their world famous(!) 
Medina Mug. Take care Year 6 – best wishes for your secondary years. 
 
I do hope everyone has a good break and safe summer holiday. Although class emails will not be 
monitored, the email address at the top of this letter will be regularly monitored through the holidays, 
therefore if you need to contact us in an emergency, please do so by this means (text messages and 
phone lines will not be monitored) and we will get back to you as quickly as possible. 
 
Take care Medina – see you all when children return to school on Thursday 2nd September 2021 at 
8:55am (not Year 6 – obviously!). 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
H J Payne 
Headteacher 


