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With two weeks firmly under our belt, I would like to wish all of you a very happy new year and look forward to 2022 being better 
than 2021 – that shouldn’t be difficult should it? Covid19 cases, amongst Medina pupils, are lower than the national average 
long may this continue. However, with infection rates in the city doubling on a weekly basis, another wave is likely to hit Medina. 
Learning to live with this pandemic is all we can do whilst following guidelines set out by the Government. 

 
Covid19 – New Guidelines (as of Monday 17th January) 

I thought I would remind parents what the latest guidelines ask of 
us. If your child tests positive on a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) then 
the advice is not to get a confirmatory PCR test unless displaying 
symptoms of Covid19 (new continuous cough, high temperature, 
loss of taste/smell). 
 
All results (whether negative or positive) must be uploaded to the 
NHS website. In order for us to determine next steps, once you 
receive the confirmation text/email from the NHS please forward 
it to: admin@medina.portsmouth.sch.uk 
 
Please note that we are only able to record absence as authorised 
for Covid19 if test evidence is seen.  
 
Your child’s class teacher will set work via Google Classroom 
(Tapestry for Reception). If you have problems accessing online 
learning please contact your child’s class teacher directly. 
 
The isolation rules changed, as of Monday 17th January, and now 
state that isolation could end after five full days. 
 
What does this mean: 
The day that a person tests positive is regarded as Day 0 (not Day 

1). Your child should take an LFT on Day 5 and Day 6 of isolation 
(at least 24 hours apart) and if both are negative the isolation can 
end on Day 6 and your child can return to school.  
 
An example would be… if your child has a positive LFT result on 
Wednesday 19th January, they then test again on Day 5 (Monday 
24th January) and Day 6 (Tuesday 25th January) – if both tests are 
negative your child can return to school on Tuesday 25th January. 
Tests should not be taken before Day 5. 
 
When you email evidence of the result, we will reply confirming 
the dates your child should retest and when they may be able to 
return to school (assuming test results are negative and your child 
is not unwell). 
 
We are continuing to ensure that the school is well ventilated and 
children and staff are regularly washing/sanitising their hands. 
 
We also continue to ask that, please, if you are in the school 
building you wear a face covering (unless medically exempt). 
 
As I am sure you can understand these guidelines are subject to 
change – we will, of course, keep you updated.  
 

 

 
Attendance 

Over the past 18 months the overall attendance at Medina, 
indeed in all schools, has fallen dramatically – not much of a 
surprise really. However, as we move into a new ‘stage’ of the 
pandemic and less children (hopefully!) are being infected and 
therefore having to isolate, schools are ‘strongly advised’ to keep 
a very close eye on pupil’s attendance – as all schools did pre-
Covid19. 
 
If a pupil’s attendance falls below 90%, the Local Authority expect 
schools to have an action plan to improve that child’s attendance. 
Therefore, we have now reverted to regularly informing parents 
when their child’s attendance is causing concern and identifying 
actions that must be taken. 
 
It is vital that parents inform us when their child is absent. If we 
are unaware where your child is this could be a safeguarding 
concern.If your child is unwell you must also inform us of the 
nature of the illness – this allows us to keep on top of any 
outbreaks (whether Covid or otherwise). 
 
The most effective way for you to report your chid’s absence is 
via Studybugs. Please, if not already done so, download the App. 
We also have a dedicated absence reporting phone line. Your 
child’s absence must be reported before 8:55am.  
 
Crossing Patrol 

We continue to be without a Crossing Patrol Officer and, as a 
result, I am making another plea for parents, at the end of the 
day, to wait for their children away from the yellow lines directly 
outside the school gate. In addition, parents should not park on 
the yellow lines or on the corner of Medina Road/Sixth Avenue – 
it really impacts on the visibility for other road users and most 
especially children trying to cross Medina Road. 
 
 
Term Dates 

Please see below term dates for the remainder of 
this academic year.  
 
Spring Term 2022 

Tuesday 4th January – Friday 8th April 
Half term: Monday 21st – Friday 25th February 
 
Summer Term 2022 

Monday 25th April – Friday 22nd July  
Half term: Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 
 
INSET Dates (school closed to children) 

Friday 28th January 2022 
Monday 28th February 2022 
Friday 27th May 2022 
Friday 1st July 2022 
 
 
Please remember to ‘friend’ us on Facebook, download the 
Studybugs App and visit Medina’s website for updates regarding 
school events.  
 
If you have any questions regarding any items in this newsletter 
please message us via Studybugs or via the school email 
address: admin@medina.portsmouth.sch.uk 
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